Il6                        THE   STORY  OF

and other God-fearing people, and the new
colonies began to be more largely populated,
and put under more methodical cultivation,
that they began to reveal possibilities of pros-
perity. Disaffection at home made for harmony
in the colonies, and the New World in time
became the welcome asylum for all Englishmen
to whom the fetters of existence had grown
too galling in England. The colonisation that
was in progress, however, and which was laying
the foundations of future commercial greatness,
was more the result of private effort than of
direct governmental action. James concerned
himself with the colonies little more than to see
that they produced revenue for him. When
the Virginians began to grow tobacco he could
not, with any degree of consistency, do other
than denounce the " weed " in language worthy
of his famous " Counterblast " ; but, in grant-
ing the right of importing the article to his
special licensees, he did not show himself un-
mindful of its utility as a money-raiser. He
inveighed against " this precious stink " in one
breath, and tolerated it in another, "for the
sake of his loving subjects/' at last confining
his opposition to the forbidding of the cultiva-
tion of tobacco elsewhere than in the colonies.
* Within the kingdom wool growing and wool
manufacturing continued to be the great in-
dustries, but here again, as we have seen by
Raleigh's observations, there were some serious
shortcomings. The foreigner was once more
ahead. There was a general increase of pro-
duction, but small improvement in method, and
in the dyeing and finishing processes the Dutch